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Europeana ˈ the vision

Europeôs digital libraries, 

archives and museums 

online 

ÅA showcase for Europeôs 
cultural and scientific 

heritage 

ÅA flagship project of the 

European Commission and 

the European Parliament.

ñA digital library that is a single, 

direct and multilingual access point 

to the European cultural heritage.ò

European Parliament, 27 September 2007

ñA unique resource for Europe's 

distributed cultural heritage é 

ensuring a common access to 

Europe's libraries, archives and 

museums.ò

Horst Forster, Director, Digital Content & 

Cognitive Systems Information Society 

Directorate, European Commission



Europeana today

A partnership network of 180 major national institutions 

across Europe with hundreds more providing access to their 

collections through aggregation.

A Europeana prototype online which provides access to 6 

million objects;  new material is earmarked for addition to the 

site:

Å10 million due in 2010

Å25 million in 2013
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The Europeana Universe of Projects 
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documents the Jewish contribution to Europeôs cultural 

heritage on the theme of cities

Judaica Europeana



Why Cities?

The Jews have been an urban people par excellence, and 

their influence on the urban landscape is unmistakable. 

ñPeople of the City: Jews and the Urban Challengeò, Ed. Ezra 

Mendelsohn, Oxford University Press, Oxford 1999



Jewish contribution to European cities

Jews are the longest-established  

minority in Europe with Jewish 

inscriptions in Greece dating back 

to the 3rd Century BCE. 

Marble plaque, bearing the images of a 

menorah, lulav and etrog. Found in 1977 

by Prof. Homer Thompson near the 

ancient synagogue in the Agora of Athens. 

Probably part of the synagogueôs frieze, 

3rd ï4th C.E. Jewish Museum of Greece



Jewish contribution to European cities 

Londonôs East End and the 

Belleville quarter of Paris were 

once thriving Jewish areas with 

Jewish shops, cafés, schools, 

libraries, publishing houses, 

newspapers and theatres.  

In the harbour of Thessaloniki, 

before World War I, economic 

activity stopped on the Day of 

Atonement. 

One-third of Warsawôs population 

was Jewish in the 1930s.

Warsaw, Nalewki Street (1915-1918)

From the collection of the Jewish 

Historical Institute, Warsaw



Jewish contribution to European cities 

Urbanisation and occupational 

specialisation has led to the 

identification of Jews with 

specific streets, neighbourhoods 

and other urban phenomena. 

The J-Street Project by Susan Heller. 

Compton Verney Trust and the DAAD, Berlin, 

2005. The installation and video were 

produced with the support of the European 

Association for Jewish Culture.



Jewish contribution to European cities 

Jewish cultural expressions in 

European cities can be documented 

through objects dispersed in many 

collections: documents, books, 

manuscripts, periodicals, 

photographs, works of art, religious 

artefacts, postcards, posters, audio-

recordings and films, as well as 

buildings and cemeteries. 

History of the Jews by Heinrich Graetz, Leipzig 

1864. Copper engraving of Moses 

Mendelssohn by A. and TH. Weger. Goethe 

University Library, Frankfurt/Main



Jewish contribution to European cities


